
22–23 months


Begin preparation for the standardized tests 

(SAT/ACT/GRE/GMAT), the English language 

proficiency tests, and any other admissions tests.



Work with your recruitment partner to narrow  
down the institutions of your choice, and gather  
the necessary application requirements.


Draft your application essay and/or statement 

of purpose.

Reach out to your secondary school/university to 
request certified copies of your academic transcripts 

and any other requested documents.

Await potential response from institutions*. Work with 
your recruitment partner to select your

university, accept your offer and pay your deposit (if 
required). Further begin work on your student visa

application and research health insurance option.

Your US

Success

Toolkit

An International Student’s Calendar and 
Checklist for Studying in the United States


Start early, plan ahead, and stay 
on top of your application process

Use this timeline to keep track of your 
application journey. 
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Note: Application deadlines and processing times vary depending on the institution. Always check 
the institution’s website for important deadlines. Students, with the exception of Early Decision (ED) 
applicants, have until May 1st (National College Decision Day) to accept an offer, submit their decision 
to the school, and make their tuition deposit payment. 


*Early Action and Early Decision applications will hear back earlier from the institutions.

Submit arrival details to necessary parties,  
and submit immunization plan if necessary.


1 month 12

24 months before you land


15–18 months


12 months

3 months

16–21 months


9–10 months


Research institutions in the US. Speak with 

family, friends, and your network who may 

have studied and/or worked in the US.



Take the admissions test. Taking the test(s) 

early can give you the opportunity to retake 

the test to improve scores later on (if needed).

Contact your references for letters of 

recommendation. Register to retake 

admissions  tests (if needed).


Register and attend the pre-departure orientation 
programs. Research accommodation and begin 

travel plans.



Register for the standardized test and English 

language proficiency test.


Work with your recruitment partner to begin 
the application process. Plan for financial 
assistance if necessary, and apply for them as 
soon as you become eligible.


Time’s up!


You’re on your way. Bon Voyage!
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